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was the expression which the sight of helpless
suffering puts into the eyes of a brave man.
* One morning/ related the doctor months after-
wards, * as I was going out early to make my
rounds, I found a woman lying on the doorstep*
She was half naked, and she had been dead some
hours, for her body was quite cold. A child crept
round her, moaning for food, and on her breast
was a little living baby fast asleep. ... It was
the most terrible thing I ever saw in my life," he
added after a moment. The missionaries were
aided by one or two European volunteers and
native pupils from their own schools, who stood
shoulder to shoulder with them, and helped them
to bear the heat and burden of the day. Their
courage and their splendid endurance will remain
graven on the minds of those who knew of it long
after shameful memories of cowardice have been
forgotten.
For it was not only the Persians who were terror-
stricken ; among the Europeans also there were
instances of cowardice. There were men who,
in spite of former protestations of indifference,
turned sick and white with fear when the moment
of trial came ; there were those who fled hastily,
leaving their servants and their companions to die
in their deserted gardens; and there were those
who took to their beds and who even went to the
length of giving up the ghost, victims of no other
malady than sheer terror. The English doctor
had his hands full both in the town and in the